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gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In complete response to the Restriction Requirement mailed October 14, 2005, 
Applicants elect Group I, claims 1-30, with traverse. 

The Restriction requirement required restriction to one of the following inventions 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121: 

I. Claims 1-30, drawn to a process for manufacturing a nucleic acid fragment, 
classified in class 536, subclass 25.32; 

II. Claims 31-38, drawn to a process for manufacturing a morpholino-nucleotide of 
formula (I), classified in class 536, subclass 26.71. 

Under the statute, an application may properly be required to be restricted to one of 
two or more claimed inventions only if they are able to support separate patents and they are 
either independent or distinct. However, if the search and examination of an entire 
application can be made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, 
even though it includes claims to independent or distinct inventions. MPEP § 803. 

According to the Restriction Requirement, each of Groups I and II are to be searched 
in only one subclass. The combined subclasses only contain about 750 patents, according to 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office website. Therefore, the search and examination of all 
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the claims could be made without serious burden. In view thereof, Applicants respectfully 
request that the restriction requirement be withdrawn. 

If the restriction requirement is maintained, Applicants reserve the right to file 
divisional application(s) based on the non-elected claims. 

If any questions arise, the Examiner is invited to phone the undersigned at the below 
listed number. 

Although it is believed that no fee is necessary, the Director is hereby authorized 
to charge any appropriate fees that may be required by this paper, and to credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-3218 
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with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on November 14, 2005 
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